
Reformed Creeds Against Praying to Saints in Heaven

39 Articles (1563)
XXII. Of Purgatory.
The Romish Doctrine concerning Purgatory, Pardons, Worshipping and Adoration, as well of Images as of Rel-
ics, and also Invocation of Saints, is a fond thing, vainly invented, and grounded upon no warranty of Scripture, 
but rather repugnant to the Word of God.

French Confession (1559)
XXIV. We believe, as Jesus Christ is our only advocate, and as he commands us to ask of the Father in his name, 
and as it is not lawful for us to pray except in accordance with the model God has taught us by his Word, that 
all imaginations of men concerning the intercession of dead saints are an abuse and a device of Satan to lead 
men from the right way of worship.  We reject, also, all other means by which men hope to redeem themselves 
before God, as derogating from the sacrifice and passion of Jesus Christ. 
     Finally, we consider purgatory as an illusion proceeding from the same shop, from which have also sprung 
monastic vows, pilgrimages, the prohibition of marriage, and of eating meat, the ceremonial observance of 
days, auricular confession, indulgences, and all such things by which they hope to merit forgiveness and salva-
tion.  These things we reject, not only for the false idea of merit which is attached to them, but also because they 
are human inventions imposing a yoke upon the conscience.

Heidelberg Catechism (1563)
Q. 94.  What doth God enjoin in the first commandment?
A.  That I, as sincerely as I desire the salvation of my own soul, avoid and flee from all idolatry, sorcery, sooth-
saying, superstition, invocation of saints, or any other creatures; and learn rightly to know the only true God; 
trust in Him alone, with humility and patience submit to Him; expect all good things from Him only; love, fear, 
and glorify Him with my whole heart; so that I renounce and forsake all creatures, rather than commit even the 
least thing contrary to His will.

Q. 30.  Do such then believe in Jesus the only Saviour, who seek their salvation and welfare of saints, of them-
selves, or anywhere else?
A.  They do not; for though they boast of Him in words, yet in deeds they deny Jesus the only deliverer and 
Saviour; for one of these two things must be true, either that Jesus is not a complete Saviour, or that they who 
by a true faith receive this Saviour must find all things in Him necessary to their salvation.

Belgic Confession Class
Article 26 - Vol. 17 (2)


