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QUESTIONS KUYPER HEYNS SCHILDER HOEKSEMA (PRC) 

What is the  

covenant? 

An alliance between two 

parties against a third. 

A conditional promise. An agreement between 

two parties. 

A relation of friendship  

between God and His people, 

wherein they are His friend-

servants. 

With whom does God 

establish this  

covenant? 

The elect. With Abraham and his 

seed, including his  

natural seed. 

With those born in the 

church. 

With Christ as the Head of 

His people (the elect), and all 

who are in Christ. 

Is the covenant  

conditional? 

No. Yes. Yes. No. 

Is the covenant 

unilateral (one-sided) or 

bi-lateral (two-sided)? 

Unilateral. Unilateral in the 

establishment, bi-lateral 

in the realization. 

Unilateral in the 

establishment, bi-lateral 

in the realization. 

Unilateral. 

What is the basis for the 

baptism of  

infants? 

Presupposed  

regeneration. 

The promise, plus  

baptismal grace. 

A general, conditional 

promise. 

The organic ingathering of the 

church in the line of 

generations of believers. 

How is the covenant 

realized? 

God regenerates His 

people at birth. As they 

come to maturity, the 

presumption that all are 

regenerated falls away. 

At baptism, each  

receive grace to accept or 

reject the promise, 

depending on the  

exercise of their will. 

Those baptized accept the 

promise by their own 

will. 

God gathers His elect unto 

Himself and into His life. The 

rest are hardened unto greater 

condemnation. 

Can the covenant be 

broken? 

In the old dispensation, 

yes;  

in the new, no. 

Yes. Yes. No, not in its true, spiritual 

essence. 

Is there an external and 

an internal  

covenant? 

No. Presupposing all are 

included in the covenant. 

Yes. No, all baptized  

children are in the  

covenant. 

The real covenant is a  

spiritual-ethical bond. But it 

does have a historical  

manifestation. 

Are there conditions in 

the covenant? 

No. Yes, the promise is 

contingent upon man’s 

acceptance. 

Yes, a conditional  

promise, depending on 

our obedience. 

No, God establishes and  

realizes His own covenant in 

His elect. 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


