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Schleitheim Confession of the Swiss Brethren (Anabaptists)

Beloved brethren and sisters in the Lord: First and supremely we are always concerned for your consolation 
and the assurance of your conscience (which was previously misled) so that ... you may turn again to the true 
implanted members of Christ, who have been armed through patience and knowledge of themselves, and 
have therefore again been united with us in the strength of a godly Christian spirit and zeal for God ...

Dear brethren and sisters, we who have been assembled in the Lord at Schleitheim on the Border, make 
known in points and articles to all who love God that as concerns us we are of one mind to abide in the Lord 
as God's obedient children, [His] sons and daughters, we who have been and shall be separated from the 
world in everything, [and] completely at peace. To God alone be praise and glory without the contradiction of 
any brethren. In this we have perceived the oneness of the Spirit of our Father and of our common Christ with
us. For the Lord is the Lord of peace and not of quarreling, as Paul points out. That you may understand in 
what articles this has been formulated you should observe and note [the following] ...

The articles which we discussed and on which we were of one mind are these:
1. Baptism
2. The Ban [Excommunication]
3. Breaking of Bread
4. Separation from the Abomination
5. Pastors in the Church
6. The Sword
7. The Oath

…

Fourth, on separation of the saved: … To us then the command of the Lord is clear when He calls upon us to 
be separate from the evil and thus He will be our God and we shall be His sons and daughters. He further 
admonishes us to withdraw from Babylon and the earthly Egypt that we may not be partakers of the pain and 
suffering which the Lord will bring upon them. From this we should learn that everything which is not united 
with our God and Christ cannot be other than an abomination which we should shun and flee from. By this is 
meant all popish and antipopish works and church services, meetings and church attendance, drinking houses,
civic affairs, the commitments [made in] unbelief and other things of that kind, which are highly regarded by 
the world and yet are carried on in flat contradiction to the command of God, in accordance with all the 
unrighteousness which is in the world. From all these things we shall be separated and have no part with 
them for they are nothing but an abomination, and they are the cause of our being hated before our Christ 
Jesus, Who has set us free from the slavery of the flesh and fitted us for the service of God through the Spirit 
Whom He has given us.



Therefore there will also unquestionably fall from us the unchristian, devilish weapons of force—such as 
sword, armour and the like, and all their use [either] for friends or against one's enemies I would like the 
records—by virtue of the word of Christ, Resist not [him that is] evil.

…

Sixth, concerning the sword: The sword is ordained of God outside the perfection of Christ. It punishes and 
puts to death the wicked, and guards and protects the good. In the Law the sword was ordained for the 
punishment of the wicked and for their death, and the same [sword] is [now] ordained to be used by the 
worldly magistrates. In the perfection of Christ, however, only the ban is used for a warning and for the 
excommunication of the one who has sinned, without putting the flesh to death,—simply the warning and the
command to sin no more.

Now it will be asked by many who do not recognize [this as] the will of Christ for us, whether a Christian may 
or should employ the sword against the wicked for the defence and protection of the good, or for the sake of 
love.

Our reply is unanimously as follows: Christ teaches and commands us to learn of Him, for He is meek and 
lowly in heart and so shall we find rest to our souls. Also Christ says to the heathenish woman who was taken 
in adultery, not that one should stone her according to the law of His Father (and yet He says, As the Father 
has commanded me, thus I do), but in mercy and forgiveness and warning, to sin no more. Such [an attitude] 
we also ought to take completely according to the rule of the ban.

Secondly, it will be asked, whether a Christian shall pass sentence in worldly disputes and strife such as 
unbelievers have with one another. This is our united answer: Christ did not wish to decide or pass judgment 
between brother and brother in the case of the inheritance, but refused to do so. Therefore we should do 
likewise.

Thirdly, it will be asked concerning the sword, Shall one be a magistrate if one should be chosen as such? The 
answer is as follows: They wished to make Christ king, but He fled and did not view it as the arrangement of 
His Father. Thus shall we do as He did, and follow Him, and so shall we not walk in darkness. For He Himself 
says, He who wishes to come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. Also, He 
Himself forbids the [employment of] the force of the sword saying, The worldly princes lord it over them, etc.,
but not so shall it be with you. Further, Paul says, Whom God did foreknow He also did predestinate to be 
conformed to the image of His Son, etc. Also Peter says, Christ has suffered (not ruled) and left us an example,
that ye should follow His steps.

Finally it will be observed that it is not appropriate for a Christian to serve as a magistrate because of these 
points: The government magistracy is according to the flesh, but the Christians' is according to the Spirit; their
houses and dwelling remain in this world, but the Christians' are in heaven; their citizenship is in this world, 
but the Christians' citizenship is in heaven; the weapons of their conflict and war are carnal and against the 
flesh only, but the Christians' weapons are spiritual, against the fortification of the devil. The worldlings are 
armed with steel and iron, but the Christians are armed with the armour of God, with truth, righteousness, 
peace, faith, salvation and the Word of God ...

Seventh, concerning the oath: The oath is a confirmation among those who are quarrelling or making 
promises. In the Law it is commanded to be performed in God's Name, but only in truth, not falsely. Christ, 
who teaches the perfection of the Law, prohibits all swearing to His [followers], whether true or false, -- 
neither by heaven, nor by the earth, nor by Jerusalem, nor by our head, -- and that for the reason which He 
shortly thereafter gives, For you are not able to make one hair white or black. So you see it is for this reason 
that all swearing is forbidden: we cannot fulfil that which we promise when we swear, for we cannot change 
[even] the very least thing on us.

Christ also taught us along the same line when He said, Let your communication be Yea, yea; Nay, nay; for 
whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil. He says, Your speech or word shall be yea and nay. [However] 
when one does not wish to understand, he remains closed to the meaning. Christ is simply Yea and Nay, and 
all those who seek Him simply will understand His Word. Amen.
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